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NE:6LE77ER 
DecePbeU 2021 

European IFYE Alumni

 
ConWenW of Whe NeZsleWWer

GreeWings from Whe PresidenW
The secreW IFYE-friend - The m\sWer\ conWinXes
IFYE ChrisWmas ParW\ In Alkio-OpisWo, Finland 
In memoriam 
CongraWs Wo...

GreeWings from Whe PresidenW

Hello!

For 2022 I Zish \oX loWs of
happiness, healWh, peace, sXccess,
and loYe. Also, I look forZard ZiWh
confidence Wo seeing each of \oX
again in Finland aW Whe conference.
Are \oX alread\ regisWered? 

 

Old, frail, flaWWened and ZiWh an oYerZeighW backpack on iWs back, Whe old \ear
sWaggers Wo Whe calendar door and opens iW ZiWh difficXlW\. OXWside sWands Whe
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neZ \ear - \oXng, d\namic, confidenW, and YigoroXs. IW is sWarWled Zhen iW sees
Whe paWheWic figXre and asks clXelessl\, "WhaW happened Wo \oX, hoZ can I help
\oX?"

"Corona, lockdoZn, enY\, resenWmenW, Yiolence and corrXpWion broke me doZn,"
replies Whe old \ear. "The onl\ Za\ \oX can help me is b\ Waking Whis bXrden off
m\ shoXlders, so I can go inWo Zell-deserYed reWiremenW." "I Zill do WhaW ZiWh Whe
besW of inWenWions," replies Whe neZ \ear, slipping eleganWl\ WhroXgh Whe calendar
door.

NoZ a feZ WhoXghWs on Whe WXrn of Whe \ear: 

AW Whe WXrn of Whe \ear, for riWXal reasons alone, Whe opporWXniW\ Wo reflecW, paXse
and Wake sWock is greaWer Whan on an\ oWher da\ of Whe \ear. A WXrn of Whe \ear
reminds Xs WhaW eYer\Whing is Wemporar\.  So, leW's Wake Whis opporWXniW\ Wo ask
oXrselYes some qXesWions aboXW 2021:

- Who did I spend Whe mosW Wime ZiWh? 
- Who did I spend m\ besW Wime ZiWh? 
- WhaW Zere m\ Whree faYoriWe eYenWs Whis \ear? 
- WhaW Zere m\ Whree faYoriWe sXccesses Whis \ear? 
- WhaW did I do parWicXlarl\ Zell in 2021? 
- WhaW neZ Whings did I learn? 
- WhaW Zas m\ mosW coXrageoXs XnderWaking? 
- WhaW gripped / WoXched me Whe mosW? 
- WhaW did I do for Whe firsW Wime in a Zhile in 2021? 
- WhaW did I do for Whe firsW Wime in 2021? 
- WhaW Zas Whe besW gifW I gaYe someone? 
- WhaW Zas Whe mosW beaXWifXl gifW someone gaYe me? 
- WhaW Zere Whe mosW effecWiYe Zords I said Wo someone? 
- WhaW Zere Whe mosW effecWiYe Zords someone said Wo me? 
- WhaW Zas Whe mosW imporWanW Whing I goW Xp for eYer\ da\ in 2021? 
- WhaW do I Zish I had done more ofWen? 
- WhaW ZoXld I haYe liked Wo haYe done less of? 
- WhaW Zas m\ cra]iesW acWion in 2021? 
- Who Zas I aW m\ besW ZiWh in 2021? 
- WhaW meWaphor represenWs m\ 2021?

ShorWl\, iW's "ProsiW NeZ Year"! 
ProsiW comes from Whe LaWin and comes from prodesse = Wo be XsefXl,
beneficial! 

WiWh Whis in mind, leW's look ahead ZiWh Whe folloZing possible qXesWions: 

- WhaW do I ZanW Wo haYe firml\ esWablished in m\ life b\ Whe end of 2022? 
- WhaW do I ZanW Wo sWand for ZiWh enWhXsiasm and discipline in Whe neZ \ear? 
- WhaW do I ZanW Wo leaYe behind in Whe old \ear, ZhaW am I sa\ing goodb\e Wo?
- WhaW do I long for, ZhaW do I ZanW Wo inYiWe inWo m\ life eYen more in Whe neZ
\ear? 
- WhaW conWribXWion Zill I make Wo peace in m\self and in Whe Zorld? 
- WhaW do I make inner peace ZiWh? 
- WhaW do I ZanW oWhers Wo sa\ aboXW me aW Whe end of Whe \ear? 
- WhaW deYelopmenW am I acWiYel\ pXrsXing? 
- Which dreams do I ZanW Wo fXlfill in 2022? 
- WiWh Zhom do I ZanW Wo spend more Wime? 
- WhaW do I ZanW Wo spend more Wime ZiWh? 
- HoZ Zill I knoZ aW Whe end of 2022 WhaW I Zas serioXs aboXW m\ plans? 

Happ\ NeZ Year!!, 
Andi 
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"A smoke bloZs aZa\, a ZaWer Wrickles aZa\, a Wime passes, a neZ one begins." 
(Joachim RingelnaW]) 
 

The secreW IFYE-friend
The  m\sWer\ conWinXes 
 
ZUiWWen b\ NoUa Fe\deU (IFYE fUom LX[emboXUg Wo Whe USA, 2015) 

For a long Wime, posWcards and leWWers Xsed Wo be one of Whe mosW cherished
Za\s Wo commXnicaWe ZiWh friends and famil\ Zhile being aZa\ from home.
WiWh Whe deYelopmenW of neZ Wechnologies and Whe digiWali]aWion, sending
posWcards has losW some of iWs popXlariW\. NeYerWheless, Whe jo\oXs feeling and
cXriosiW\ one geWs Zhen finding a handZriWWen card in Whe mailbo[ hasn¶W
changed - ma\be iW has eYen become more precioXs ZiWh Whe limiWed nXmber of
cards being senW as compared Wo a feZ decades ago. While some keep Whem in
a bo[ and sorW WhroXgh Whem eYer\ noZ and When, oWhers pin Whem Wo a Zall Wo
enjo\ Whe landscapes and glimpses of cXlWXres far aZa\ and oWhers again are
parWicXlarl\ inWeresWed in Whe sWamps on Whe cards. 

BXW noW onl\ Whe receiYer, also for Whe sender mailing a posWcard is Wied Wo a
cerWain emoWional e[perience ± more so Whan formXlaWing a qXick We[W message
on Whe phone. FirsW, one has Wo carefXll\ choose a card. WhaW ZoXld one like
Whe recipienW Wo see? Or ZhaW ZoXld Whe recipienW like besW? Ma\be a specific
card reminds \oX specificall\ of a cerWain person and \oX Wherefore decide Wo
mail iW? Then comes Whe second and jXsW as difficXlW sWep: WhaW Wo ZriWe on Whe
card? EiWher Where isn¶W reall\ mXch Wo Well so \oX sWick ZiWh Whe gerenal µI am
fine, I enjo\ m\ Wime here, I¶ll Well \oX all aboXW iW once I geW back¶. Or, Where is
simpl\ Woo mXch Wo Well and \oX need Wo carefXll\ decide ZhaW Wo sqXee]e inWo
Whe small space aYailable on Whe card. Thirdl\, Where is Whe issXe aboXW Whe
handZriWing. Do \oX Wake Whe Wime Wo Xse \oXr besW ZriWing skills? Or are \oX
kind of in a hXrr\ and qXickl\ ZriWe someWhing before going on ZiWh \oXr
schedXle?

So all in all, a posWcard can be a deepl\ personal Za\ of commXnicaWion. NoZ,
\oX cerWainl\ Zonder Zh\ I Well \oX all Whis. Some of \oX mighW sWill remember
Whe neZsleWWer of a biW more Whan a \ear ago, Zhere Mari Kindsbekken Wold Xs
aboXW Whe man\ posWcards, she receiYed from an anon\moXs IFYE friend. IW
Zas a pri]e WhaW she had Zon in a conference Wombola and oYer Whe folloZing
\ear, she receiYed posWcards from all oYer EXrope from a m\sWerioXs IFYE
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friend. 

Personall\, I neYer Zon sXch an ama]ing pri]e aW a conference. NeYerWheless, I
foXnd an anon\moXs posWcard in m\ mailbo[ a feZ Zeeks ago. IW had a sWamp
from BelgiXm and Zas signed b\ µA secreW IFYE-friend¶. InWrigXing, righW? The
picWXre on Whe card didn¶W giYe an\Whing aZa\, bXW iW did clearl\ sXmmon me Wo
conWinXe ZiWh Whe inqXir\ of Whe senders idenWiW\ and sXggesWed I conWacW Meg
Findla\ (ScoWland) and Sam HaZkes (NorWhern Ireland) in Whe maWWer. YoX can
probabl\ imagine m\ sXrprise. M\ firsW reacWion Zas: ³Nice! This person clearl\
is reading Whe IFYE neZsleWWer if he/she knoZs aboXW Mari¶s arWicle.´ BXW When I
sWarWed Zondering. I WhoXghW Whe aim Zas Wo sWa\ anon\moXs and Wo draZ as
liWWle aWWenWion as possible. Wh\ ZoXld Whis m\sWerioXs posWcard sender ZanW Whe
IFYE neZsleWWer ediWor Wo dig aroXnd and look for clXes aboXW Whe sender¶s
idenWiW\ and Wo possibl\ Wransform iW all inWo a collecWiYe m\sWer\ game WhroXgh
regXlar arWicles in Whe neZsleWWer? Are \oX bored, secreW friend? Are \oX looking
for some enWerWainmenW? SWill, m\ cXriosiW\ Zas igniWed and I obe\ed. 

AfWer conWacWing Meg and Sam, one Whing became clear: Whe secreW sender
probabl\ kneZ WhaW he had noWhing Wo fear. While boWh Meg and Sam haYe been
receiYing posWcards, neiWher of Whem has figXred oXW Whe sender¶s idenWiW\. Meg
Zon Whe pri]e aW Whe conference in NorWhern Ireland in 2018 and has receiYed
aroXnd 30 cards since When. The\ Zere senW from man\ coXnWries ³ZiWh
posWmarks sXch as SZiW]erland, NorZa\, CroaWia, AXsWria, SZeden,
NeWherlands, Denmark, China, DXbai, IWal\, USA and UK! IW has been absolXWel\
ama]ing!´, Meg commenWs. While Meg is eager Wo find oXW Zho is sending Whem,
Sam prefers Wo remain in Whe dark and Wo simpl\ enjo\ Whe game. He has goWWen
cards from onl\ 3 coXnWries so far bXW all of Whem arriYed ZiWhin jXsW a Zeek from
each oWher. This is one of Whe inWeresWing Whings. The man\ coXnWries from Zhich
Whe cards are senW and Whe shorW Wime frame ZiWhin Zhich Whe\ are senW has led
Meg Wo Whe folloZing conclXsion: ³He/she seems Wo WraYel a fair biW (possibl\ ZiWh
Zork?)´. FXrWher, boWh Meg and Sam agree on one poinW: The sender probabl\
comes from Whe UK! And I agree. The We[W on Whe one card I receiYed Zas
ZriWWen in perfecW English... Meg has eYen more sXspicions bXW I do noW ZanW Wo
spoil Whe game for Whe fXWXre lXck\ Wombola Zinners so leW¶s keep iW aW Whis. One
final Whing I mighW sa\, WhoXgh, is WhaW I sXpporW Mari¶s conclXsion aboXW Whe
sender being a man. The handZriWing seems Wo be a male one and ZiWhoXW
being discriminaWiYe I sWill haYe Wo sa\ WhaW iW Wook me some Wime Wo figXre oXW all
leWWers... 
  
So I folloZed \oXr reqXesW and inqXired a biW fXrWher, oh secreW IFYE-friend. I
hope, I didn¶W scare \oX off ZiWh pXWWing Whe findings in Whe neZsleWWer. JXsW knoZ
WhaW I am qXiWe fond of posWcards and ZoXld like Wo receiYe more in Whe fXWXre!
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IFYE ChrisWmas ParW\ in Alkio-OpisWo, Finland
 
ZUiWWen b\ Jenna JlUYenpll (ConWacW membeU FinniVh IFYE AVVociaWion) 

LiWWle ChrisWmas ElYes, Whe Finnish IFYEs, gaWhered WogeWher in Alkio-opisWo Wo
bring Xp Whe ChrisWmas spiriW and make more marYeloXs plans Wo sXrprise \oX
dXring Whe 2022 EXropean IFYE Conference!  
  
BXW ZhaW did Whe liWWle elYes do? 
  
- The Bar: check 
- Workshops: check 
- Telephone connecWions: check 
- AccommodaWion: check (Yer\ comf\ pilloZs) 
- Food: check 
- SaXna: doXble-check 
  
EYen WhoXgh Where is a loW of Walk aroXnd Whe Zorld aboXW one Greek leWWer, Ze
are looking forZard Wo 16Wh-23rd JXl\ 2022 Wo gaWher all Whe IFYEs WogeWher
again afWer a far Woo long break. Upgrading IFYE 202.2 is aboXW geW-WogeWher,
sXrroXnding naWXre, beaXWifXl landscapes, Zarm sXmmer eYenings, mXsic,
parW\ing, saXna, good food and fXn. The happ\ faces and all Whe laXghWer 15
Finnish IFYEs broXghW Wo Alkio dXring one Zeekend in NoYember Zas hilarioXs
- imagine ZhaW iW ZoXld be, Zhen Where is aboXW 200 of Xs from all aroXnd Whe
Zorld!  HaYe \oX alread\ packed \oXr bags? 
  
Happ\ NeZ Year 2022 and see \oX soon!
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In Memoriam

Sand\ SWeZarW

Sand\ SWeZarW from ScoWland sadl\ passed aZa\ aW Whe end of OcWober. Sand\
meW his Zife KaWhleen ScoWW on Wheir e[change Wo Whe SWaWes in 1951 and from
1982 Wo 2004, Zere Yer\ regXlar aWWenders of Whe EXropean IFYE Conferences. 
In facW, Sand\ Zas Whe Chairman for Whe Conference held in ScoWland aW
SWraWhallan School in 1992.   He Zas Yer\ Zell knoZn Wo eYer\one Zho aWWended
Whese eYenWs and indeed bXilW Xp a greaW friendship ZiWh so man\.  Those of Xs
Zho haYe aWWended Whe IFYE Conferences haYe Zarm and happ\ memories of
Sand\.

Seppo KanerYisWo 
 
OXr beloYed IFYE-member Seppo KanerYisWo (92) passed aZa\ on 17Wh
December 2021. He Zas an IFYE Wo USA in 1954 and a bab\ IFYE in Whe 1977
IFYE conference in SZiW]erland. He Zas an acWiYe member in Whe
Finnish IFYE AssociaWion for oYer 40 \ears. He Zill be sorel\ missed.
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CongraWs Wo... 
 
 

MaUia HXOO 
IFYE fURP FiQlaQd WR ScRWlaQd 2009 

& 

DaYid HXOO 
IFYE WR FiQlaQd 2004 

Maria and DaYid  
Wo Wheir son MaWWheZ RoberW HXll,

born on 19Wh December 2021. 
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DeadOLQe Qe[W LVVXe: 30WK MaUcK 2022

EXURSeaQ IFYE AOXPQL AVVRcLaWLRQ 
web address: www.ifye.eu 
e-mail: newsletter@ifye.eu 

IFYE Europe Newsletter - Decmber 2021

You are receiving this e-mail because \ou are a Life Time Member or \ou have registered for the IFYE
Europe Newsletter. If \ou want to unsubscribe, please notif\ us via mail.
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