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GUeeWingV fUom Whe PUeVidenW

WhaW iV EaVWer acWXall\? EaVWer iV alZa\V aVVociaWed ZiWh Vpring. IW iV cerWain
WhaW EaVWer iV noW onl\ celebraWed b\ ChriVWianV, bXW alVo V\mbolicall\ VWandV for

Whe beginning of Vpring, i.e. a neZ aZakening of naWXre, a neZ beginning, a
VWarW inWo a neZ chapWer....

DeaU IFYEV, 
 

ThiV Wime I am ZUiWing m\ gUeeWingV
Wo \oX ZiWh YeU\ mi[ed feelingV and
emoWionV. On Whe one hand I feel
confidence, haSSineVV, and jo\, bXW
on Whe oWheU hand I feel VadneVV,
feaU, angeU, and incomSUehenVion. IW
iV noW eaV\ Wo deal ZiWh WheVe mi[ed
feelingV, bXW I Zill WU\ Wo SXW WhiV inWo
ZoUdV VomehoZ.

Old, fUail, flaWWened and ZiWh an oYeUZeighW backSack on iWV back, Whe old \eaU
VWaggeUV Wo Whe calendaU dooU and oSenV iW ZiWh difficXlW\. OXWVide VWandV Whe
neZ \eaU - \oXng, d\namic, confidenW, and YigoUoXV. IW iV VWaUWled Zhen iW VeeV
Whe SaWheWic figXUe and aVkV clXeleVVl\, "WhaW haSSened Wo \oX, hoZ can I helS
\oX?"

Confidence, haSSineVV, and jo\ on Whe one hand, becaXVe WhiV \eaU I am fiUml\
conYinced WhaW Ze Zill haYe a confeUence again in Whe VXmmeU. AfWeU WZo \eaUV
ZiWhoXW Veeing each oWheU, I am looking foUZaUd Wo a Zeek WogeWheU ZiWh \oX in
Finland. No, Whe Sandemic iV noW oYeU, bXW I am conYinced WhaW Ze haYe leaUned
Wo deal ZiWh iW XndeU ceUWain condiWionV and UXleV and WhaW WogeWheU Ze can look
foUZaUd Wo a \eaU WhaW iV cloVe Wo ZhaW Ze knoZ fUom Whe SaVW aV "noUmal". 
 

We had oXU MidWeUm MeeWing fUom 11-13.03.2022 in KoUSilahWi (KoUSilahWi iV a
foUmeU mXniciSaliW\ in CenWUal Finland and noZ SaUW of Whe ciW\ of J\YlVk\ll.
KoUSilahWi iV locaWed 30 kilomeWUeV VoXWh of Whe coUe ciW\ of J\YlVk\ll on Whe
VhoUe of Lake Plijlnne, Whe Vecond laUgeVW lake in Finland, in Whe middle of Whe
FinniVh Lake DiVWUicW) and I can Well \oX, iW iV beaXWifXl WheUe. The FinniVh IFYE
oUgani]aWion haV SUeSaUed a gUeaW SUogUam and Whe locaWion iV XniTXe. IW iV alVo
eaV\ Wo geW WheUe. We WUied iW oXW foU \oX, and iW ZaV eaV\. YoX can geW on a WUain
VWUaighW aZa\ aW Whe aiUSoUW. The VWaWion WheUe iV aboXW 50 meWeUV beloZgUoXnd.
FUom WheUe Ze Wook Whe WUain Wo TikkXUila, ZheUe \oX haYe Wo change WUainV and
When Yia TamSeUe oU LaWhi Wo J\YlVk\la ZheUe Ze ZeUe Sicked XS b\ Whe
oUgani]aWion Weam. FoU Whe WUain joXUne\ I Uecommend XVing Whe aSS "VR
MaWkalla". MoUe deWailed infoUmaWion aboXW Whe aUUiYal and deSaUWXUe Zill be
annoXnced b\ Whe FinniVh IFYE Weam. All WhiV bUingV XS Whe SoViWiYe feelingV in
me.
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Lack of XndeUVWanding, angeU, VadneVV, and feaU, on Whe oWheU hand, aUe VWiUUing
in me becaXVe Ze haYe a ZaU in EXUoSe. IW iV WeUUible ZhaW iV cXUUenWl\
haSSening in EXUoSe, and Ze aUe laUgel\ condemned Wo ZaWch. We can'W Ueall\
do mXch aboXW Whe ZaU, aV all oXU SUoWeVWV and ZoUdV againVW Whe aggUeVVoU go
XnheaUd. We can helS Whe fleeing SeoSle Zho haYe been dUiYen fUom WheiU
homeV, giYe Whem a Slace Wo VleeS, food and caUe, Ze cannoW giYe Whem back
WheiU homeV and Seace, leW alone Whe loYed oneV Whe\ haYe loVW. I am Vaddened
b\ WhiV ViWXaWion and Whe angeU WhaW VWiUV ZiWhin me comeV fUom Whe facW WhaW
WheUe iV Vomeone ViWWing aW Whe leYeUV of SoZeU and aW Whe nXcleaU bXWWon Zho
Zill SUeVV iW if giYen a UeaVon Wo do Vo. If eYen one WeVWeUn coXnWU\ behaYeV
acWiYel\ oU XninWenWionall\ againVW Whe UXleU, he Zill SUobabl\ XVe WheVe WeUUible
meanV and Whe bombV can fall on all oXU headV. The VabeU-UaWWling WhaW iV
cXUUenWl\ Waking Slace iV YeU\ dangeUoXV and can be Whe WUiggeU foU anoWheU
ZoUld ZaU. AlVo dangeUoXV iV hoZ Whe Vecond laUgeVW economic SoZeU iV
behaYing. The\ aUe ZaWching ZiWh inWeUeVW ZhaW Whe commXniW\ of VWaWeV iV
doing and alUead\ haYe one e\e on one of WheiU neighboUV, Zhich iV noW
Uecogni]ed aV a VWaWe b\ Whe UXleUV of Whe Vecond laUgeVW economic SoZeU. ThiV
WenVe ViWXaWion makeV me feaUfXl, and I hoSe WhaW m\ feaUV Zill noW come
WUXe. ThiV iV m\ SeUVonal SoinW of YieZ and haV noWhing Wo do ZiWh Whe
inWeUnaWional IFYE oUgani]aWion.

SSUing haV almoVW aUUiYed, and Whe cold VeaVon iV moVWl\ behind XV. We haYe
alUead\ XVed Whe baUbecXe foU Whe fiUVW Wime and VSenW a nice afWeUnoon /
eYening ZiWh famil\ and fUiendV. The VXn kiVVed oXU Vkin, and iW ZaV Ueall\
Uela[ing Wo ViW oXWVide again and enjo\ Whe Wime WogeWheU. In a feZ ZeekV iW Zill
be EaVWeU, Whe VSUing feVWiYal WhaW V\mboli]eV Whe aZakening of naWXUe. 

I ZoXld alVo like Wo Whank Whe FinniVh IFYEV Zho made iW SoVVible foU XV Wo haYe
a ZondeUfXl MidWeUm MeeWing. IW felW ZondeUfXl and Ze eYen had a "Room -
PaUW\". 

So, I Whink Whe ne[W confeUence can come. 
We aUe Uead\ foU iW and looking foUZaUd Wo a gUeaW Wime ZiWh loWV of fXn and
YaUieW\. 
  
HaYe a beaXWifXl VSUing & Vee \oX Voon, 
Andi

IFYE WinWeUZeekend in SZiW]eUland
 
ZULWWHQ b\ MaUc-AQGUp ZXbHU (IFYE IURP SZLW]HUOaQG WR FLQQOaQG, USA & AXVWUaOLa, 1985,

1986/87, 1991), SLcWXUHV b\ YYRQQH BLVcKRI 
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IW'V Wime Wo leaYe Whe dXll da\V behind and Wo geW oXW of Whe gUa\ alle\V. DXUing
WimeV, ZheUe man\ WhingV aUe VWUange all oYeU Whe ZoUld, Whe IFYE-ZinWeU-
Zeekend iV needed moUe Whan eYeU!

The gUoXS of SeoSle WhaW came WogeWheU ZaV XndeUVWandabl\ VmalleU, bXW WhaW
did noW haUm Whe mood in an\ Za\. The IFYE-VSiUiW, all moVW like a good ghoVW,
noW onl\ Zhen \oX WUaYel oXW inWo Whe Zide ZoUld, healV man\ ZoXndV,
eVSeciall\ Zhen \oX make \oXU UoXndV on Whe good VloSeV, YiViW Whe PanoUama-
BaU ZiWh IFYE-fUiendV, diVcXVV, Sla\, and Well IFYE-VWoUieV. TheUe ZaVn'W a lack
of hXmoU eiWheU. 

The onl\ Whing WhaW came in VhoUW VXSSl\ ZaV VleeS. BXW of coXUVe WhaW iV neYeU
a big VXUSUiVe Zhen VSending Wime in IFYE ciUcleV, \oX can make a beW aboXW iW
in adYance. 
AfWeU WhUee da\V, eYeU\one ZenW home WiUed bXW decidedl\ VaWiVfied and haSS\. 

We aUe alUead\ looking foUZaUd Wo Whe IFYE-ZinWeUZeekend ne[W \eaU, hoSefXll\
again ZiWh man\ deaU IFYE-fUiendV fUom abUoad.
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MidWeUm-MeeWing in Alkio-OSiVWo, KoUSilahWi 
 
ZULWWHQ b\ MaULWa P\QQ|QHQ (IFYE IURP FLQOaQG WR WKH USA, 1992) 
MidWeUm- meeWing in Alkio- oSiVWo, KoUSilahWi 11.-13.3.2022 
  
AfWeU WZo fXll \eaUV ZiWhoXW an\ WUaYelV foU IFYE SXUSoVeV, iW ZaV Wime again foU
Whe IFYE-boaUd Wo meeW XS in SeUVon, Wo WeVW Whe confeUence Slace and Wake a
look aW iWV VXUUoXndingV. LXck\ me, aV I had Whe SleaVXUe Wo hoVW oXU
inWeUnaWional gUoXS.

AW Whe beginning of MaUch, Zhen Whe boaUd came Wo YiViW, Whe ZeaWheU in Finland
ZaV VWill YeU\ diffeUenW Whan iW -hoSefXll\- Zill be in JXl\. In cenWUal Finland, WhiV
Wime of Whe \eaU Ze had VWill loWV of VnoZ- ZiWh VXnlighW, iW iV Whe beVW kind of
ZinWeU ZeaWheU. 

DXUing WhaW Zeekend, Ze had Whe chance Wo WaVWe Whe food and WeVW Whe
accommodaWion of Alkio-oSiVWo. The boaUd alVo checked oXW Whe VaXna b\ Whe
lake. (IW Wook a liWWle conYincing, bXW finall\ Andi belieYed WhaW WheUe acWXall\ iV a
lake! In facW ZiWh Whe W\Sical FinniVh ZinWeU climaWe, Whe lake had been
comSleWel\ fUo]en and ZiWh Whe la\eU of VnoZ on Whe VXUface iW ZaV noW eaV\ Wo
be UecogniVed aV a maVViYe bod\ of ZaWeU an\moUe.) 

AV Whe oUgani]ing commiWWee of Whe confeUence had had meeWingV ZiWh Whe
Vchool WhaW Vame Zeekend, Whe boaUd alVo had Whe chance Wo meeW XS ZiWh
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Whem and VSend Vome fXn hoXUV ZiWh Whe FinniVh IFYEV. TheUe definiWel\ ZaV a
loW Wo caWch XS on!

MeeWing XS ZiWh Whe boaUd UeSUeVenWed coming one VWeS cloVeU Wo Whe
confeUence, and noZ all of a VXdden iW VWaUWV Wo feel YeU\ cloVe and YeU\
Ueal!!!! FoU eYeU\ oUgani]ing Weam, Whe momenW Zhen Whe flag aUUiYeV, iV a
VSecial one. EYen if WhiV Wime Ze didn¶W geW Wo VhaUe Whe momenW ZiWh oWheUV aW a
confeUence. The meaning and Whe feeling ZaV VWill Whe Vame! 

FinniVh IFYE¶V aUe YeU\ e[iWed Wo hoVW \oX WhiV VXmmeU, and all iV geWWing Uead\
foU \oX IFYE¶V! 
  

See \oX in JXl\! 

 
P.S.: FoU WhoVe Zho haYe noW UegiVWeUed \eW, \oX aUe VWUongl\ encoXUaged Wo do
Vo. If Whe midWeUm-meeWing iV an\ indicaWion Wo go b\, Whe confeUence Zill be a
blaVW!
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USgUading IFYE, USgUading VaXna e[SeUienceV
NeZV abRXW Whe XScRPiQg cRQfeUeQce iQ
FiQlaQd 
 
ZULWWHQ b\ JHQQa JlUYHQSll aQG HaQQa TaaOa (IFYEV IURP FLQOaQG WR SZLW]HUOaQG, 2008)

SaXna iV an inWegUaWed SaUW of FinniVh cXlWXUe - and of coXUVe alVo of oXU IFYE
ConfeUence in JXl\ 2022! DXUing Whe laVW confeUence in Finland, MeWVlkaUWano
in 2011, Ze had one VaXna foU each Vi[ IFYEV. BecaXVe WhiV Wime Ze aUe
USgUading IFYEV, ZhaW do \oX Whink if Ze Wook \oX Wo a Zhole Yillage of
VaXnaV? 

Oh \eV, giYe me moUe l|\l\*!

* l|\l\ = VWeam WhaW aUiVeV fUom a VWoYe in a VaXna. ³LiVll l|\l\l!´ iV a FinniVh
e[SUeVVion Wo Well \oXU fUiendV Wo WhUoZ moUe ZaWeU Wo Whe VWoYe. IW can be
WUanVlaWed Wo ³MoUe VWeam!´ oU eYen ³MoUe VWeam, SleaVe!´, bXW Vince FinniVh
langXage lackV ZoUd ³SleaVe´, Ze Wend Wo be TXiWe diUecW in oXU UeTXeVWV. 

SaXna Village iV Whe cenWeU of liYing VaXna cXlWXUe in Finland and iW offeUV an
e[clXViYe joXUne\ inWo Whe hoW and Uela[ing hiVWoU\ of FinniVh VaXnaV. TheUe aUe
24 hiVWoUical Vmoke VaXnaV fUom diffeUenW SaUWV of Finland in Whe Yillage. The
oldeVW VaXna iV fUom Whe laWe 1800V, Whe \oXngeVW fUom Whe eaUl\ 1900V. AUoXnd
10 of Whe VaXnaV aUe VWill in XVe! 

The Yillage iV Waken caUe of b\ a Xnion called SXomen SaXnakXlWWXXUi U\
(FinniVh SaXna CXlWXUe). DXUing VXmmeU Wime Whe Yillage iV oSen eYeU\
SaWXUda\ foU an\one Wo enjo\ Whe Uela[ing and XniTXe l|\l\ of Vmoke VaXnaV. 
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All Whe faVcinaWing VWoUieV aboXW VaXnaV and Whe hiVWoU\ of VaXna, Wold b\ oXU
XnbelieYable gXide (and Whe VaXnaV WhemVelYeV), Wake Whe liVWeneUV aZa\ fUom
WhiV momenW Wo anoWheU ZoUld of VaXna magic and m\VWeUieV. And Whe VaXnaV -
Whe\ VSeak WheiU oZn langXage. SaXnaV can acWXall\ be like WheiU oZn
SeUVonaliWieV ZiWh WheiU oZn W\Se of l|\l\ and aWmoVSheUe! 

LocaWed in JlmVl, jXVW on Whe boaUdeU of Whe lake Plijlnne, VXUUoXnded b\
beaXWifXl naWXUe, SaXna Village iV a SeUfecW Slace Wo VSend an afWeUnoon ZiWh
IFYE fUiendV.

Can \oX alUead\ feel Whe fUeVh VcenW of biUch and ZildfloZeUV? 
WhaW aboXW Whe hoW VWeam and adYenWXUe? 
 
If \oX ZanW Wo XSgUade \oXU leYel of Uela[aWion ZiWh IFYE fUiendV, SleaVe check
oXU UegiVWUaWion on oXU ZebViWeV: hWWSV://if\e.fi/confeUence2022/UegiVWUaWion, and
folloZ XV on Vocial media: EXUoSean IFYE ConfeUence (Facebook) and
@if\efinland (InVWagUam). 
We VWill haYe Vome SlaceV oSen!

CongUaWV Wo...

Sabine GallagheU 
IFYE from  AXVWria Wo NorWhern

Ireland, 2009 

& 

Daniel GallagheU 

Sabine and Daniel 
Wo WheiU daXghWeU Emilia MaUWha, boUn

on 26Wh JanXaU\ 2022.
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GeUda VaUeVe 
IFYE-friend from EVWonia 

& 

TaUYR SaaUinen 

GeUda and TaUYo 
Wo WheiU Von ThoU SaaUinen, boUn on

27Wh MaUch 2022.

DeadOLQe Qe[W LVVXe: 30WK JXQe 2022

EXURSeaQ IFYE AOXPQL AVVRcLaWLRQ 
web address: www.ifye.eu 
e-mail: newsletter@ifye.eu 
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