Today’s Date

Honorable (Congressman or Senator’s Name)
D.C. Street address 
Washington, D. C., (Zip)

Dear Representative/Senator (Smith),

RE: In support of Young Adult International Agriculture Cultural Immersion and Exchange Program (IFYE)

For more than 75 years the IFYE Association of the USA, Inc. (originally International Farm Youth Exchange®) has delivered life-changing international experiences for thousands of young adults. In today’s global economy U.S. agriculture needs more industry leaders with international knowledge and cultural understanding to bring back leadership skills to their states and communities.

COVID-19 severely disrupted this program, as did the reciprocal exchange agreements with partner countries around the globe. While we were able to resume the program in 2022 and 2023, increased travel costs and associated costs with restarting a program after a two-year disruption have severely impacted our finances. We rely heavily on donations from alumni, private donors, and foundations.

While IFYE is working to preserve existing funds until additional financial support can be obtained, we continue to urge your support of including a line item in the 2023 Farm Bill that would provide funding for international agriculture exchange immersion programs for young adults. Our officers and a Farm Bill Subcommittee have been working tirelessly since 2022 with members of the House and Senate Agriculture Committees to find a place for such funding under Title III, TRADE, Subtitle C – Other Agricultural Trade Laws.

I am an exchange program alum who traveled to (insert host country, year(s) and home state(s) under the IFYE Association of the USA, Inc. (IFYE) program. The IFYE experience is unique because one actually lives and works beside host families in rural areas as a member of the family for true cultural immersion. I understand the value of providing an international agriculture cultural immersion and exchange experience to today’s young adults who are focused on agricultural careers so they may be better equipped to function in a global economy. (Insert an extra line if you are living in a state other than the one you went from.)
     
 (Writer can add a short paragraph describing their experience on how they have used this experience in their personal life, whether in their career or in service to their state and community.) *It is extremely important to keep to one page total on this letter.*

Congress’s financial help is essential to our continued success. Thank you in advance for your support.

Sincerely,

(Signature or type name to email)	

Name
Email address
Phone number

	The IFYE® Association of the USA, Inc. shall make its services, facilities, and programs available to all persons regardless of race, color, creed, gender, gender variance, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or national origin, and the Association shall not in any way discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, creed, gender, gender variance, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or national origin.
